
PRWC Highlights 
Polk County public water suppliers could need another 21.4 million 
gallons per day (MGD) in “alternative” water supplies to meet 2045 
drinking water demands. The Polk Regional Water Cooperative (PRWC) 
will help meet these needs by supplying safe, great tasting water on par 
with bottled water quality. One way the PRWC will accomplish this is by 
withdrawing groundwater from the Lower Florida Aquifer nearly 2,000 feet 
underground and treating it through reverse osmosis. 

ABOUT REVERSE OSMOSIS WATER TREATMENT 
Reverse osmosis (RO) is widely regarded as the leading water purification 
technology in the water treatment industry. RO is often used in the bottled 
water industry. It removes unwanted sediments and salts by filtering water 
through “semi-permeable membranes” and capturing them at the molecular 
level, leaving behind high quality, great tasting drinking water. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) is the 
projects largest funding partner, having committed over $200 million for 
the project so far. The PRWC has also been successful in securing over $10 
million in state funding grants for this regional project. Low-interest state 
revolving funds and federal WIFIA loans will also be used to help finance the 
project and give members time to generate future revenue for repayment 
of the project loans. 
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